[Levels of ACTH and cortisol in patients with kidney transplantation examined during water immersion].
Influence of water immersion (WI) on ACTH and cortisol levels in 64 kidney transplant patients (KTP) (35 treated by cyclosporine A and prednisone and 29 by azathioprine and prednisone) and 15 healthy subjects were measured. Plasma cortisol level was lower, but ACTH normal in KTP. WI in all groups induced significantly decrease plasma ACTH and cortisol levels. This decrease was higher in controls than in KTP only in healthy subjects a significant correlation between ACTH and cortisol was present. Our results suggest: 1. dissociation pituitary-suprarenal function in KTP; 2. influence of immunosuppressive therapy on ACTH and cortisol levels after WI.